Fall 2020

Studio B Dance Center
Safety Plan & Operating Playbook
Version 1: September 9, 2020

Here at Studio B, staff have been hard at work developing new protocols and procedures to
ensure our dancers, assistants, and faculty members return to a safe dance environment.
We may need to adjust our plans as guidelines keep changing and updating.
Studio B’s plan exceeds current recommendations from the Center for Disease Control
along with following
Westchester County’s Health Advisory.
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We are Here for You and Your Dancer
These past four months have been difficult for all of us… especially for our children. It has been
heartbreaking to see how much stress and anxiety our children have experienced in such a
short amount of time.
Our goal is to provide your child with a fun and nurturing dance experience in a safe and clean
environment. Our dance program will give kids (ages 2 – 18) what many of them have been
missing: socialization, exercise, creative play, while developing new skills.
We have worked hard to get ready for our fall dance season opening, and with clear
communication and your cooperation, we are excited to open our doors.
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Conditions for Opening

Studio B’s priority is to provide fun and social activities safely. Studio B’s Safety & Operations
Playbook prioritizes the health and well-being of our dancers, staff and the families we serve,
taking into account CDC guidelines.
The plan is designed to be flexible, so that we can adapt and refine our guidelines as needed.
Studio B Dance Center will rely on guidance from the Governor’s office and the Westchester
County Executive. Studio B’s procedures in enforcing compliance with all COVID-19
preventative measures and practices and revised as guidance changes.

Preparing to Re-open
•

Staff are trained and prepared to operate under new operating guidelines and care for
dancers

•

Program areas and dance spaces are ready to support physical/social distancing, as
required

•

Cleaning and sanitizing operating procedures are in place and adequate supplies are
available to properly execute

•

Adequate PPE supplies are available for staff use

•

Installation of new handwashing and sanitizing stations
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Reimagining a Safer Studio
Dance is potentially the safest place for children to be this year. The dance studio is not a riskfree environment, but increased safety procedures and policies have been created to minimize
the risk and provide dancers with an amazing dance experience.
An increased element of risk is present all around us, everywhere we travel and with every
interpersonal interaction. Children cannot be expected to stay home all year. They will play
with friends, visit extended family members and parents will take children to places that they
feel are safe. At Studio B you will find the reassurance that everyone has been health screened
every day, consistent small dance groups, supervision by caring staff and meticulous cleaning
procedures in place.
Studio B Dance Center provides a unique setting for children to return to the “new normal”.
Our staff is committed to ensuring dance is the safest place to be this summer and we are using
available outdoor space.
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Here is What We are Doing
Dancer Screening
•
•

Daily arrival symptom screening and temperature
check
Health monitoring throughout the day

Staff Screening
•
•
•

Daily arrival symptom screening and temperature check
of Studio B staff
Health monitoring throughout the day
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Cleaning & Disinfection
•
•
•
•
•

Increased cleaning and disinfection protocols by professional & certified
COVID cleaning company
Hourly cleaning and disinfection of each bathroom
Cleaning and disinfection of all activity areas, equipment and supplies
between each group
Designated activity supplies for each group’s exclusive use
Use of EPA-approved soaps and sanitizers

Handwashing
•
•
•

Mandatory hand washing and sanitization protocol between
each activity period
Hand sanitizing stations will be located in each studio and
entranceway
Use of EPA-approved soaps and sanitizers

Reasonable Contact Reduction
•
•
•

Group sizes limited to no more than 10 dancers per group with
one teacher and one teaching assistant
Safe Social distancing practices will be maintained between
groups
Face coverings and masks will be worn according to CDC
guidelines

Symptom Management Plan
•
•

Quarantine location will be established
Strict symptom management, including isolation,
communication, tracking, and post-illness will be enforced
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Group Size and Social Distancing

Groups
Dancers will be organized into small, self-contained groups with dedicated supervisory staff that
stay together. These groups will be compromised of dancers from the same age groups.
Groups will social distance by not mixing or interacting with the other group during the day.
Any other staff that interact with campers outside of the group will wear personal protective
equipment (PPE) according to the guidelines established by local authorities. (See “Face
Coverings & Masks” section).
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Face Coverings, Masks & Thermometers
Cloth Face Coverings

Home-made or commercially manufactured face coverings that
are washable and help contain wearer’s respiratory emissions.
Intended use: Recommended for use in areas where six feet social
distancing cannot be consistently maintained and required in
designated areas. Must be washed or replaced daily.
•
•

Administrative and Leadership Team Staff
Group Teachers

Disposable Mask

Commercially manufactured mask that help contain wearer’s
respiratory emissions.
Intended use: Recommended for use in areas where six feet social
distancing cannot be consistently maintained and required in
designated areas. Must be replaced daily.
•

Facilities and maintenance staff

Infrared Thermometer

Temperatures will be taken before entering the building
• All Staff
• All Assistants
• All Dancers
Parents will not need to have their temperature taken since the
will NOT be entering the building
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Program and Activities

Activity Period and Checklist

Ö All Dancers and staff members will wash/sanitize hands when they arrive and depart.
Ö Cleaning and disinfection will be completed on all equipment and supplies before being
used by another group.
Ö Activities and games will focus more on skill building and drills to limit contact as much
as possible.
Ö Commonly touched surfaces, switches, sink knobs, tables, benches or handles, etc. will
be wiped down after each program period.
Ö Staff members will increase spacing and physical distancing with dancers when possible.
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Cleaning Procedures

Studio B Dance Center is proud to partner with BIOClean a professional cleaning company that
specializes in COVID – 19 cleaning. Our certification will be on display at the front desk.
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Parent Pick-Up and Drop Off
Drop Off

This year parents and caregivers will drop off their children at the designated entrance door.
To reduce the amount of people entering the building we would like to limit the number of
parents and caregivers that enter the building on an as needed basis. A staff member will be
waiting at the door to greet the child and check their temperature.

Pick Up

When parents and caregivers come to pick up their children, we ask that they please wait
outside the designated dismissal door. This will be the “back door”, facing the lawn. A staff
member will be at the door and will dismiss each child one at a time when their parent or
caregiver arrives. This process will help us to enforce one-way traffic for the studio doors.
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What to Bring to Dance
To reduce the number of personal belongings that go back and forth between dance and home,
the following new procedures will be implemented.

Dance Bag

Please put all of your dance shoes in a bag with the child’s name clearly labeled on it.

Water Bottle

Please bring a water bottle with your child’s name clearly marked on it to be used throughout
the day. We will safely refill their bottles as often as needed.

All Personal Items Must Be Labeled
Please label all personal items with your child’s name.
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Symptom Management Plan
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Symptom Management & Testing Plan
What happens when a camper or staff member develops COVID – 19 like symptoms
while at dance?
•

•

Persons with possible COVID – 19 symptoms will be directed to the quarantine location where they will
be further assessed and monitored while awaiting transportation home. Staff that self-transport who are
physically able to drive, may be escorted to their car with proper PPE worn by both ill staff member and
escort. The escort must wear an N-95 mask.
Persons who have been sent home due to possible COVID – 19 infection may return to camp when they
provide negative COVID – 19 antigen test results AND symptoms have resolved.

What happens when there is a COVID – 19 Positive Diagnosis?

If a dancer or staff member reports that are COVID – 19 positive, Studio B Dance Center will maintain the
confidentiality of the individual at all times while mitigating the situation. The case will be reported to the proper
health authorities and all families and staff of the individual’s group will be notified immediately. All facilities that the
individual came in contact with will be deep cleaned and disinfected per CDC guidelines. We expect that all
dancers and staff members who came in close contact with the infected individual will be required to quarantine
for 14 days and that any persons classified as having a proximate exposure would be required to self-monitor for
symptoms for the same 14 period. CDC guidelines for handling exposure and mitigating risk of exposure will be
strictly followed.
Persons who test positive for COVID – 19 may return to dance when:
The answer to ALL of the following question is YES:
• Has it been at least 14 days since you first had symptoms?
• Fever-free for three days (72 hours) without any medicine for fever reduction?
• Has it been three days (72 hours) since your symptoms have improved?
OR
The answer to ALL of the following questions is TRUE:
• Resolution of fever without use of fever-reducing medication?
• Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g. cough, shortness of breath)?
• TWO negative COVID – 19 tests more than 24 hours apart?

What is the definition of a “Close Contact”?

The CDC defines close contact as interactions within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes. Contact tracing will be
carried out by trained staff in conjunction with the local health department.

What is the definition of a “Proximate Exposure”?

A proximate exposure is defined as interactions greater than 6 feet from an infected individual within a shared
space.

Childhood Inflammatory Disease Related to COVID – 19

We are aware that the State Department of Health is investigating several cases of children experiencing
symptoms similar to Kawasaki disease and toxic shock-like syndrome which may be related to COVID – 19. We
will continue to monitor the situation and our staff will be vigilant in monitoring campers for the symptoms
throughout the day.

Missed Dance Days
If a dancer misses dance classes due to being quarantined or potential exposure to an infected individual, they will
receive be able to make up days missed at a designated time.
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